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5 2 KINGS iv. 1, "26 


There cried a certain Woman of the Wines 


of the Sons of the Prophets unto Eliſha, 
| ſaying, Thy Servant my Husband is 


did fear the Lord : and the Creditor is 
come to take unto him my two Sons to be 
 Bond-men. And Eliſha ſaid unto her, 
hat ſhall I do for thee © 1 


T* ESE Words preſent us with an 


Image drawn by a very few Strokes of 


much Life, and to ſo very great Advantage, 


Force of Human Eloquence, it draws even the 
coldeſt Hearer into the middle of the Action: 
it commands him into a fellow-feeling at the 

{ad beginning of the Story; and leaves him 
glad of the Event. For a Proof of this, give 


phets unto Eliſha, ſaying, Thy ſervant my Hus- 
band ts dead : and thou knoweſt that th y ſervant 
tid fer the Lord + and the Laier is comet 
88 | take 


dead: and thou knoweſt that thy Servant 


an inſpir'd Pen; but theſe with ſo 


that it exceeds all the gawdy Flowers of com- 
mon Art. Far beyond the Power and the 


me leave to read the whole in its own moſt 
proper and pathetick Stile. There cried a cer- 
tain Woman of the Wives of the Sons of the Pro- 


"= The Excellency fo a 


—— 


take unto bim my two Sons to be Bond men. "© 
Elifha ſaid unto her, What ſhall I do for thee ? 
tell me, what haſt thou i in the houſe ® And ſbe 
aid, Thy hand maid hath. not any thing in the 


houſe, yg a pot of Oyl. Then he ſaid. Go 


borrow thee 5 od of all thy neighbours, 
even empty veſſels, borrow not a few. And whey 


thor art come in, then ſhalt thou ſhut the door 


vpon thee, and upon thy Sons; and ſhalt pour ont 
into all thoſe Veſſels ; : and thou ſhalt ſet aſide 
that which is full. So fhe went from him, and 
fout the door upon her, and upon her Sons, who 
brought the Veſſels to her. And it came to paſs 
whe the Veſſels were full, that ſhe ſaid unto her 


8 fon, Bring aue yet 4 Veſfl. And he ſaid anto 
ber, There is not a Veſſel more. And the Ol 
ſtayed. Then ſhe came and told the Man of Wl 


| God + And he ſaid, Go, ſell the Oyl, and pay 


thy Debt, and live thou 325 thy Children of the 
ret. A noble Example this; which while we 
admire as miraculous, yet we muſt not for 


that Reaſon decline it as above our Strength, 
Notwithſtanding what is fo extraordinary in 


this fact, it may be matter of Emulation, nay, 


even of actual Imitation too, to many a good 


Man. For certainly, in order to it, the Ob- 


ject, in the firſt place, is but too often ready : 
The Poor we have always with us; the Wi- 


dow and the Fatherleſs are in every Street. In 


the next place, under this flouriſhing ſtate of 


en there is a proviſion of Materials too. 


The 


— . . ̃̃ z ] , ²ĩ˙ Xn]... c . 8 


The Plenty with which God here miraculouſly 


ſupply'd El:ſba, is often marvellouſly deriv'd 


on ſome Men. They grow Rich inviſibly and 
unaccountably, by a manner which nothing 


can ſo well expreſs as the Emblem which is 


now before us: A Veſſel of Oyl flowing 


clearly, and conſtantly, one knows not from 
whence, nor how. But in the Jaſt place in- 


deed, though the Materials are not wanting, 
and though Objects are ſo common, yet is 
there not that Chearfulneſs, nor that Readi- 
neſs; there is not that. Bounty, nor that Diſ- 


cretion of Eliſha z there is not that Thought, 
that Art, that conſiderate Care of his, who 

firſt made the Widow and her Children Juſt, 
and then bid them live Happy on their own, 
But to ſupply, if poſſible, even theſe Qualifi- 
cations too, and to encourage Gur ſelves in the 


doing of ſo great a Good, after ſo good a 


Manner, let us not be afraid of taking even 


this Miracle for our Example. On the con- 
trary, let us with Zeal, and Faith, apply it to 


the purpoſes of our Chriſtian Charity : that 


Charity more eſpecially, that moſt reaſonable, 
moſt uſeful, and moſt extenſive Charity, for 
the Advancement of which this Congregation 


is aſſembled. To this end, here are three very 


remarkable Particulars which may now pro- 
perly fall under our Conſideration. 
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. I. Here 


The — of a F 


I. . Here is the trueſt Ob; ect of RAO 


a whole deſtitute and diſtreſſed Family, 
a Widow and her Children involv'd in 

Debt, and Penury, upon her Husband's 
| Death. 


II. Here is a peculiar Cireumſtance of this 


Object: They were the Widow and the 
Children of a good Man: one who 


- feared God, and who waited on him 


more immediately in the Office of a 
- Prophet. 


III. Here is the Relief of this Objeat by 1 


proper Hand: A ſpeedy and effectual 
Reſtoration of a Pro phet's Family, by 


the Goodneſs and Diſcretion. of a Pro- 


phet. And, 


L Here i the e 00 ier of Compaſſion, 4 
whole deſtitute and diftreſſed Family, a Widow 


and her Children involvd in Debt, and ne 


pon her Husband's Death. 


The Fatherleſs and the Widow, in whatſo- F 
ever ſtate of Fortune they may be, are yet 
rank'd together with the Poor, in that re- 


markable Stile of Holy Scripture, The Poor, 


the Fatherleſs, and the Widow. By this tis 
plainly intimated, that even Plenty it ſelf can 
hardly raiſe either of thoſe Characters above | 
Affliction and Diſtreſs. But when to their 


own proper Diſtreſs there ſhall be added the 


Diltrebs 


7 
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Diſtreſs of Poverty; of Cold, Hunger, Na- 
kedneſs, Diſgrace; what is there, except only 
vice and Infidelity, ſo mean, ſo truly low, fo 
pityable in Human Life? Yet all theſe heavy 


4 
3 


Circumſtances may ſtill be farther aggravated 


by ſome grievous Debt : a Debt which makes 
more than Poor, and, as our Exgliſb moſt ſig- 
nificantly expreſſes it, worſe than nothing: 


A Debt which in all Nations is to be paid with 


all the Goods, and, in ſome, even with the 


Perſons of the inſolvent Family. Such was 
the Caſe of the Jewiſh State: and for that 


Reaſon we here ſee the Creditor at the Door, 


| demanding the two Sons for Bond men. But 
tho? Laws are ſometimes kinder, yet Neceſlity 
is rarely ſo. Neceſſity will more ſurely divide 
the Widow and her Children. Thoſe tender 


Pledges, even now more endeard by their 
Misfortune, are ſent from the Arms of a com- 


fortleſs and weeping Mother; as wandering 
Birds caſt out of the Net ; happy, if they 


find ſome uncertain Maintenance; but without. 
hope, or thought, of Education. With this 


at length the Widow's Sorrow, and the Or- 
phan's Poverty, are complete. The want of 
Livelyhood is always followed with a want of 


Learning and Inſtruction; and ſo circulates 
from the Body to the Soul. 


very deſtitute indeed: and they would be in- 


finitely more ſo, if they happen'd by Chance, 


5 ” 1 * 2 4 9 
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Theſe Conditions are very deſolate, and 


* 
e 
1 22 


2 


—B 


10 The Excellency of @ 


or by Neceſſity, or indeed under any Principje 
which did not at firſt make, or which did not 
till govern the World. But now the certain 
Remedy and Cure of theſe Diſaſters is plainly 
this: The Poor of the World are the pecu- 
| Jiar Care; but the poor Widow and the poor 
re, are even the Family of God. 4 
Father of the Fatherleſs, and a Judge of th. 
Widows is God. in his holy Habitation ; fays 
the Roya! Pſalmiſt. In him they have an 
All-ſofficient Patron; in him an All-provident 
Parent to rely upon. God who for many 
open, and many ſecret Ends, permits this 
great diſparity of Worldly Things, is yet at- 
tentive to the Orphan's Cry, and puts into his 
Bottle the Widow's Tears. With faithful in. 
tent, no doubt, not only to make up the dif- 
ference in a hetter Life, but even to ſapply 
them here too with the Neceſſaries of 'this 
Thus much he has fully promis'd, and thus 
much he effectually per forms. Not now by 
way of Miracle indeed, nor by interpoſing 
extraordinarily in the Affairs of Mankind: 
But he does it by the many irreſiſtible Obliga- 
tions, both of Nature and Religion, he has 
laid us under 3 by the many ſtrong Tncitements 
he has given to this Duty, and as many ſtrong 
Determents from the contrary. So many it? 
deed, that if they were all once properly ob- 
ſervid, they muſt needs be look d upon, by 
any confiderate Perſon, as the ſettled Main- 
W VVV 


— 
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tenance of the Poor : as 2 Verification "= i 
what the Scripture tells us; * He relieveth the 
 Fatherleſs and the W:Jow. 
1. The firſt and loweſt of theſe Obligations 
is that of mere Compaſſion. Many Men, as 
ſuch, are endued with very tender Hearts. 
They have a Soul infpir'd by God, and with 
this they derive many Strokes of Pity, of 
Loving-kindneſs, and Compaſſion, from the 
Father of all Mercies. When therefore they 
ſee any Perſon under the Extremities of cold 
or Hunger; in any palpable Diſtreſs of Mind, 
Body or Eſtate; they incline promptly and 
cheerfully to Ae him : If for no other 
Reaſon, yet certainly for this at leaſt ; becauſe 
they cannot diſprove his _—_ Man be- 
cauſe they cannot deny him to be of the ſame 
Face, the ſame Reaſon, the ſame Make and 
Original with themſelves. _. | 
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2. The next Motive to this Duty is that bf - 
elf conſideration. A Man is ws a truly {1 
happy in his Wife and Children. He has a 'l 
Senſe of that ſtri& Union which ſaubſiſts by 
Chriſtian Wedlock, and of the Misfortune if 
it ſhould untimely be diflolved, by the m_ Oo 
val of the ſtronger from the weaker part: | 
God's taking away him who provides, — il 
riſhes and maintains, from her who receives 
— and difribures the men Bread. —_ | 
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aloe and beat of Nagy Oed, and 
then ſows Plenteouſly, that he may reap 
Abundance. But, „ Ga Riv vink 


4. A purer, a higher Degree of Chriſtian 
Faith is the next rulipg Principle in this Duty, 


A good Chriſtian is often meditating on Uni- 
verſal Judgment. He verily believes that, on 


the Throne, there ſhall be aſſembled before 
Him all Heaven, and all Earth. This being 
his unſhaken Faith, it is his farther fearful 
W Curioſity, to be inform'd in what Terms that 
judgment ſhall proceed. When, to his Sur- 
prize, he diſcovers in St. Matthew's Goſpel, 


meat ; I was thirſty and ye gave me drin 
I was a ſtranger and ye took me in; nahed and 


others on the Left-hand the quite contrary is 
into Everlaſting Fire prepared for the Deuil and 


bis Angels, For I was an hungred and ye gave 
me not meat; I was thirſty and ye gave me wo 


a certain Day, the Eternal Judge fitting upon 


that the whole. Plea, and the whole Sentence, 
ſhall turn altogether upon Almſgiving. To 
them on the Right-hand it ſhall be ſaid, Come 
je Bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the 
WWorld. For I was an hungred, and ye gav? me 


je clothed me 5 I was | ſick and ye viſited me; I 
was in priſon and ye came unto me. But to 


terribly denounc?d : Depart 1 me ye Curſed 


drink : I was a ſtranger and ye tool me not in; 


ved, and ye clothed me not; ſick, and in priſon, 
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is indeed but conſonant to other parts of 


gide, and glad to diſtribute, laying up in ſton 
for themſelves a good foundation againſt the ting 
#0 come, that they may attain Eternal Life = 


_ quainted by degrees with the Reaſons of this M 
myſterious Proceſs, They quickly ſee that a 
true regular Chriſtian Almſgiving is here placd 
for all Vertues becauſe it is, in great mes. 


cular Charity, that diſcovers it ſelf, when 
rightly circumſtantiated, to be a true and live. 


II therefore in Holy Scripture ſometimes 
happens to ſhare the Character of #his. It is 


meſs ; 4 coverer of Sint; aud one great fuljile 

J. But the laſt and ſtrongeſt Inſtigation to 
this Duty, is the Love of Chriſt conſtrain 
us. A lively Member of the Church ſtand 
affected in ſome meaſure like St. Paul. fe 


4nd 36 viſited me not. And now, though i 


Holy Scripture, yet, for the Form, and the 
Solemnity, this ove memorable Paſlage is af. 
fecting above all the reſt, The Apprehenfion 
of it makes the Rich in this World ready f. 


Nor this only; but from hence they grow ac- 


ſure, connected with them all. It is a parts 


ly branch of Charity Univerſal : of all-boping, 
all-believrug, all-enduring, never-failing Charity. 


in ſome ſenſe, and in ſome degree, what the 
other really and fully is; the band of Perfed- | 


Js UW 


longs to be with Chriſt, and regrets in thi 
Life the Pain of being abſent from him. M 
ag . 5 | „ | | eeis 
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frels — uneaſmeſs of Mind in Weng him 
ſo much, with whom he was never perſnal} 
acquairited. He pleaſes himſelf therefore wit 


ſelf to the Bleſſed Jeſus, if he had liv'd hap- 
pily in the time of his firſt comi! 15 How would 
he have worſhip'd him with the Eaſtern Kings ! 
How, with the Siſter of Lazarus, have anoint- 
ed his Feet, and wiped them with the Hair of 
his Head! How would he have depofited his 


his own new Tomb! To ſatisfy theſe earn 


Paſſions, he begins at laſt to recollect that 


Chriſt has ſtill his Members, has ſtill his Bre- 
thren, has ſtill his Repreſentatives in this 
World: that the Poor öf his Church are ſuch: 
and that whatſoever ſhall be done, at any 


even unto Chriſt himſelf. This at len th 


ing his Blefſed Saviour. 


interwoven them into the very Heart and 
Conſeiende, into the Hope and aich, into the 


muſt be, if the Poor be not at length main- 
tad, one would think nothing now were 
_ to 


- imagining how he ſhould have 'behav'd him- 


crucified Body, with Joſeph of Atimut bea, i Ne 


time, unto one'of the leaſt of theſe, it is done 


comes up to the deſires of this ſublime CHri- 
ſtian: Nothing higher could be added to that 
Pleaſure, which he takes in Charity: He now 
has the Honour and the Satisfaction of reliev- 


It now we put together all thels lücltewente c 
to Altnſgiving if we conſider how God has 


Zeal and our of Mankind; the only Miracle 


v 


and run, without juſt Warrant or Occaſion 
into the literal, execution of two Precepts 


Saviour, | That of Jae : Cai? thy Bread 
upon the. Waters. That of our Bleſſed S.. 


to the Poor. But the former of theſe Pre. 
cepts was directed only againſt thoſe Perſons 
who are apt to be too wiſe. in the Affair of 
Charity: they ſpend, the Time in enquiriag, 
conſulting, objecting, . deliberating , till the 


at leaſt loſes the Advantage of being -doubled 


dinary Precept was adapted to the Caſe of 
one particular Perſon, who ſeem'd to be a 
Candidate for the following of our Bleſſed 
Saviour; and to that end had ſpoken. ſome- 
what largely, of his own. Perfections. He pte. 


ſeems our pleſſed Lord to ſay: Prove this then 
by doing immediately ſomething Herdoical, 
ſomething Exceſſive in Religion. But affoon 
As. this was nam'd to him, he. went ſorromfil 
away. Sorrowful ; becauſe he now appeared 
unequal ö to his s high Pretences, and was con. 


f — — 
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to be far, but leaſt ſome g00d Chriti 
ſhould. grow Indiſcreet, as well as Charitable, 


the one of Solomon; the other of our Bleſs 


viour : Go, ſell that thou haſt, and give 


Opportunity flies from them; till the good 
Deſign in hand drops perfectly to nothing, ot 


by a quick Performance. The latter extraor. 


tended to, Pave kept even all . God's Com. 
mandments from his Youth. Haſt thou (0? 


vincd 


, g : — 
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vinc'd plainly of having boaſted himſelf be- 
yond his Strength. = 
There is nothing in theſe Precepts therefore, 
nor in any other extraordinary Expreſſion of 
Holy Scripture, which reſtrains Diſcretion in 
Almſgiving. If there were, even the whole 
Univerſe would not ſuffice for Charity ; the 
Poor would prevail upon the Rich; and Mean- 
neſs, Ignorance, and Irreligion,. would over- 
ſpread the Earth, For this Reaſon the Widow 
and the Orphan are to be conſider'd as the 
molt principal, in diſtinction from all other, 
as leſs principal, and leſs moving Objects. 
Of theſe again, the true Widow, and the true 
Orphan, are to be diſtinguiſh'd from thoſe 
not properly ſo call'd. And in the true Or- 
phan, and the true Widow, ſome Circumſtances 
are to be ſingled out, entitling to Relief only; 
and others, which make them Objects of 
Reſpect, as well as Relief. All this therefore 
ß to be duly, and conſiderately, obſerved ; 
chat ſo we may do Good properly to the poor 
Fatherleſs, and even honour the Widow, who is 
4 Widow indeed. Such was the Widow, ſuch 
undoubtedly were the Children of the Text. 
For there were many poor Widows, many 
poor Orphans then in Iſrael : yet to none was 
allowed the Favour of another Miracle; none 
but theſe fell ſo happily under Eliſba's Care. 
The Reaſon moſt probably was, ds 
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and according to thoſe exalted Ideas which 
thence we have now learn'd har all Chriſtian 
Poor are the Repreſentatives of Chriſt. But 


theſe unfortunate Credentials, had the Honour 


of Religion ; the true, and authoriz'd Dil- 


Creditor is in my Houſe : z my Children arc 


her Complaint readily and candidly ; he took 


2 preſent familiar cognizance of her Caſe; 
and then he ſummon'd all his Power, all his 


Intereſt in God te her Relief. The Reaſon of 


TION 


I. The Second Thing remarkable in this 
Hiſtory : They were the Children of a good 
Man ; one who feared God, and who ſerv 4 hin 
more immediately as a Prophet. 

This was a very moving Circumſtance, at. 
cording to the way of ſpeaking and thinking 
in the Jewiſh Church. But it is much more 


ſo in the Caſe to which it now is applicable, 


our Chriſtian Faith has taught us. From 


this Character muſt be much inhans'd in the 
Caſe of thoſe peculiar Perſons, who, before 


of reprefenting CEriſt in their Proſperity ; who 
had the Stile of his Embaſſadors in the Affair 


penſers of his Word and Sacraments. In con- 
fidence of much leſs than this did the Iſraeli- 


tiſh Widow cry; My Husband was a Prophet; 
he fear'd the Lord; he is now dead; the 


going into Bondage. The Great and Good 
Man, to whom ſhe applied herſelf, receiv'd 


this ſurprizing Aid, of this great diſtinguiſt'd 
FTavout, 


— 
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Favour, was plainly this : the Fall of the 
Family from an eaſy to an uneaſy Fortune 
a Change that came ſudden and unexpected; 
without Fault; without proſpect of Redreſs ; 
upon Perſons who had a double Claim to all 
the Love, and all the Bounty of Mankind. 
And now, if in our Iſrael the ſame lamentable 

Cry is often heard, ſome who, with Eliſba, 

ſhall enter into the like State, and the true 
| Canſes of the Misfortune, will with him per- 

haps as readily and as tenderly regard it. 

The Clergy of this Excellent Church were 
reſtor'd, by the Reformation of Religion, to 
the Right of having a Family; but not to 
the Revenues which ſhould maintain it. That 
one Branch of Popery is, for good Reaſons, 
uunreform'd, fubſcrib'd to, and eſtabliſh*d ſtill. 
By this means it often happens, that many of 
| thoſe devoted to Holy Orders, after a greater 

Time and Charge of Education than would 
have fitted them for a proper Worldly Em- 
ployment, are ſettled at length in ſome great 
Cure, and very ſmall Income. A Berefice, a 
Living, they are all promiſcuouſly call'd ; but 
too often without the true ſenſe and meaning 
of thoſe words. Here as much Induſtry is 

employ*d in the Word of God, as in any other 
Calling would have got a plentiful Eſtate. 
The ſame Parts and Learning are confin'd to 
the meaneſt Village, for which others, perhaps, 
have ſhin'd in the higheſt Orb. This in many 
. Places 
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Places will be found to be ſtrictly true, but 
in few is it made a matter of Complaint. For 
Riches and Honour are here freely given up, 
by this one Order of Mankind : By them they 
can be eaſily difregarded, as dangerous and 
Invidious Bleſſings. The Work of the Mini. 
ſtry is far better rewarded by the turning of 
many unto Righteouſneſs, by making Men 
wiſe unto Salvation, by enlarging the King: 
dom of Chriſt our Saviour, and by winning 
of Souls, inſtead of Gain. In the midſt of 
theſe Noble Views, their own, and Succeſſors 
Eſtate, is rarely improv'd by theſe Men: On 
the contrary, *tis often half diminiſh'd by their 
Attendance on better Things : and the very 
excellency of the Incumbent has been the | 
| Ruin of ſome Churches, which Popery and 
Monkery thought fit to ſpare. - Notwithſtand- 
ing all theſe. Difficulties, the Family, increag'd 
by God's Bleſſing, by God's Bleſſing is main- 
tain'd. Nor this only ; but, by ſome conſtant 
Miracle of the Loaves, even that Hoſpitality 
which the Goſpel commends, and which, the 
World expects, is in ſome meaſure ſupported 
too. At leaſt there is a Cheerfulneſs in thoſe 
narrow-Circumſtances, which the more plen- 
tiful don't always feel: and the Man who 
fears the Lord, ſurrounded with his Vine and 
Olive- branches, eats his Bread with Gladneſs, 
and Singleneſs of Heart. All therefore is very 
happy, while God ſhall pleaſe to ſpare his 


n.. 
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Servant; and when both Parents live ſo long 
together as to ſee their Children vertuouſly 
brought up, and enter'd, perhaps, upon ſome 
Liberal, or ſome Induſtrious Profeſſion. But 
here, after all, the moſt afflicting Article is 
this : the Work of the Mind, and the Labour 
in God's Vineyard, is not ſo healthful, is not 
ſo conducing to long Life, as that of the 
Body, in other Callings is. What with attend- 
ing to the various Exigencies of his Flock ; 
what with Studying, Reading, Writing ; what 
with preparing for the Pulpit, or diſpenſing 
from it; divided betwixt the Spiritual and 
the Worldly Care; ſollicitous for the Succeſs of 
his Miniſtry ; vex'd with hearing and ſeeing, 
what, in this World, he muſt hear and ſee; the 
painful Labourer is often calPd from his Work 
in this, to an early Reward of it in a better 
Life, His Gain 1n the mean time were the 
irreparable Loſs of his widowed and bereaved 
Family; but that this one mighty Comfort 
attends them ſtill : when the Man is remov'd, 
who was God's Lot and Inheritance, they, | 
who were ſometime his, ſucceed happily into 
that Relation. They are adopted into an 
E cſpecial Brotherhood with Chriſt their Sa- 
viour ; they are wedded again, without fear 
of being ſadly parted, to him who is a King, 
as well as Prieſt, ſor ever. F 
It behoves therefore all thoſe who have any 
love, any Eſteem of him, to perfect, and — 
F | Il 
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fill up his Joy. The World ſhould enlarge it 


rich the Off-ſpring of thoſe Men, who, in the 


Fault, but their Misfortune, for the Worlds 
fake, and for God's ſake, have become Poor, 


become, and which is juſtly expected from the | 


It muſt be carried on by the Publick Spirit of 
Good Men. More eſpecially the Prophet, and 


all of the ſame Extraction, if their ſingle ſtate 
of Life, or the Advantage of their Fortune 
hall admit; theſe ſhould appear firſt and freeſt | 


Mankind, are under the ſtrongeſt Inducement 
to this Charity: they have a quicker fellou- 


Education, with the Hopes of which the 
were born, and from which many ſo untimely 


been ſav'd by a kind Providence, for tht 
Reſcue and the Preſervation of their afflicted 


Juſtice, Mercy, Charity, which lyes upon al 
Chriſtians, of all Characters and all Profeli: 
ons whatſoever, does yet by all the Rules d 


— 
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Temporal Things, where it has ſo liberally 
receiv'd its Spiritual. It ſhould gratefully en. 


courfe of the moſt Pious Office, not by their 


And though this be a Care, which would well 


— . > > mDHuwV 


Publick ; yet till that ſhall be once diſcharg', 


the Prophet's Son, all of the ſame Order, 


— 82 — ona — 


bad s 


in the applauded Work. For they, of all 


feeling of this diſaſtrous Caſe : they have 
happily eſcap'd the Dangers which others fo 
often run: they have been bleſt with that 


fall: they, like Joſeph, they, like Mofes, have 


. — A fa fu) — — — = . 


Brethren. This Debt therefore of ſo muck 


pan} 3 == 3 


: Nature, 


9 * 


Proper, Charitable Relief. 23 


„ — 


Nature as well as Grace, more properly and 
more peculiarly devolve on them. Accord- 


III. It was the Third and Laſt Thing now- 
propos d as remarkable in this Hiſtory, That 
here was a Relief of a very moving Object by « 
proper Hand ; a ſpeedy and effeFual Reſtoration 
of Prophets Family, by the Goodneſs and Diſ- 
cretion of a Prophet. Ss as ates Mn rw 
The Rich and the Poor may both uſefully 
obſerve their Parts in this inſtructive Caſe :. A 
Caſe, where the Bountiful ſhould give with 
Prudence, and the modeſt may with Freedom 
ask. The newly undone Widow, not yet in- 
urd to Diſgrace, not yet eloquent in Begging, 
is however furniſn'd with a very proper Ad- 
dreſs to the Man of God. She looks upon 
him as well acquainted, as much affected, with _ 
the Churches wants. Hers is his Poverty: It | 
reaches ſtrictly and literally to himſelf. To | 
him therefore this ſhort Apology is ſufficient ; 

Thou knoweſt that thy Servant did fear the 

Lord. She is here ſpar'd all the Trouble of 

a Teſtimonial ; and that which is ſo irkſome 

to all baſhful, all ingenuous Poor, the Shame, 

the Pain of an Examination Eliſha, on the 

other fide, without the Deliberation common 

in ſuch Caſes, cheers all her Spirits with this 
hearty Queſtion 5 What ſhall I do for thee? | 
That ſaid, he frankly beſtows his Dees 7 
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that beſt of Silver and Gold which 2 always 


a 
carried about him; but which he uſed ſpy. I 
xzingly, and diſcreetly, as became the Keeper | 
of ſo great a Treaſure ; and in a manner 0 
which our Bleſſed Saviour choſe afterward f 
himſelf to practice. For he directed that ny WM v 
Man mould know it ; that the Doors ſhould if 
be ſhut ; and that the Widow only and her f 
Children ſhould be in the Secret of their Re. v 
lief. The next Thing was to attend the Gift 8 
with an luſtruction; with a Charge that they Ne 
paid their Debts ; and that they eat nothing Wi x 
as from the Hand of God, which was the U 
Property of another Man. After this, we n 

Hear no more, in this place, of the Man of 

God. He did not ſtay glorying in the Neigh- Wi \ 
bourhood ; nor domineering over the new WM | 
made Family, as a Creature and dependant of n 
his own. No, he is gone away in Silence to n 

| ſome other Work. He dwells not too long on WM 
this ; he remembers it not with too much I © 
ſatisfaction: He does not let his Left- hand = 5 
know what his Right has done. 0 
The Goodneſs and Diſcretion of this Con- V 
duct might now be ample matter of Exhort» Wi ® 
tion 3 if Exhortation could find place in this Wil C 
' Diſcourſe. But inſtead of all Exhortations, | 

have now happily an Example to be laid be-. WM 8 
fore you. This Year has diſcover'd an Eliſu; 3 
a Prophet; the Son of a Prophet; who has g 


copied, to Perfection, this moſt arduous Ex- 
8 5 ample; 
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ample ; > has practic'd this Miracle beyond be- 
lief. For. 

1. As Eliſba was a Governour over the Sons 
of the Prophets, whoſe Vertues he carefully 
form'd, and (as the _ there tells us) 
whoſe Habitations he enlarg'd ; ſuch in gene- 


tal was the Character of our 1 Bb too. He 


long preſided, to the happieſt Purpoſe, and 
with the moſt admir'd Reputation, over a 
| Society of Divines : where his laſt magnifi- 

| cent Act was a Beautiful and Uſeful Building; 
as his conſtant one had always been, to bull 
up the Principles, the Learning, and the Man- 
ners of his College. 
2. As Eliſha was a Man who had the World's 
Wealth at his command, but us'd it moderate- 
ly for himſelf, and more amply for this Fa- 
mily of a deceaſed Prophet ; in the ſame 


manner did our Eliſha do. He choſe (and | 


this, thongh he was ſo able to do other- 
wiſe) to ſhine always by a moſt genteel Fru- 
gality: with Intention, not to raiſe a Name, 
2 Family of his own, but to adopt the poor 
Widows, the poor Orphans of the Church; 
and to make himſelf, throughout all future 


s i Generations, a Father of the Faithful. 


3. As Eliſha was ſtrictly Secret in his moſt 
$lorious Benefaction; ſo too was our truly 
glorious BenefaQor. He ever guarded: this 
ancient fix d Conſecration of his Eſtate with 
a reſolute Silence: it was known only to > 
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whole Life; and to have ordain'd it, by his 


; ne ow'd all Things to his Vigilance and 
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and to 5 Bimſelf, to whoſe behoof 15 much 
Wealth increas'd. 

4. As Eliſha, the Man of God, was firſ 
Jaſt, that afterwards he might be rightly Cha- 
ritable; ſo this other Man of. God was alike ol 
nicely cautious in the like good Work. Not 
content to have practic'd this ſtrictly in his 


laſt Will, in i the common Forms; he was there 
farther Juſt to all the Reaſonable Expectations 
of his Family. Nay, he was more than Juſt 
. one Deviſe that was peculiar, and quite 
contrary to the Expectations of his College. 
His ſcrupulous Reaſon was ; leſt the Society, 


Sagacity, ſhould on the other hand, acciden- 
_ tally, and in a long courſe of Time, have loſt 
or ſuffer'd any thing through his Forget 
or Miſtake. 

F. As, after the Demands af Juſtice were 
once ſatisfied, Eliſha ſettled the reſt as a clear 
_ abſolute Eſtate, to remain at the Diſpoſal of 
the Widow and her Children; ; ſo, by the ſame 
Act of Goodneſs, did this Wiſe Man chooſe 
to enhanſe, and even double his Benefaction. 
He did not leave it under any partial Reſtraint, 
to gratify any ſingular Deſire, any Friendſhip 
of his own : but he beſtow'd it free and un- 
confin'd, to go a Bleſſing through the whole 
Nation, as Neceſſity ſhould require, according 
to the eſtabliſh'd Ules of this Excellent 80 
diety. _ 0 
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6thly and Laſtly ; As Eliſha's Gift was very 
liberal, and munificent; as the Liquor flow'd 
| richly on, though the Veſſels fail'd ; as it 
ſtopd at laſt, not becauſe the Pro phet could 
not give, but becauſe the Widow coals poſſeſs 
no more ; even ſo was the Gift of this mighty 
Man: It was fo great, you were not able to 
receive it. It exceeded even rhe Wiſhes, and 
the prudent Foreſight of the firſt Founders of 
this Charity. It ſtill requires the Aſſiſtance of 
the higheſt Hand: and the Kinc's muſt be 
added to Dr. Tuaxzr's Bounty, that ſo it may 
be effectually convey d. 

But, now at ok that to both theſe our 
Duty may be added too, let us all humbly 
pray, That God would accept graciouſly the 
| Pious Donation of his Servant: that he would 
| bleſs and proſper it in our Hands: and that 
he would grant us a happy Meeting with him - 
and his adopted Poor, in the Place where there 
is neither Marrying, nor diſſolving of Marriage 
where the Orphan's Cry ſhall be turn'd into a 


Song of Joy ; and all Tears ſhall be wip'd 
| fom the Widow $ Eyes. 


Nom to God the Father, Son, aud Holy Ghoſt, : 
be aſeribd, as is moſt meet, all Gier Might, 


Majeſty, and Dominion, both now and fer = 
evermors, Ame 1 
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APPENDIX 
; X 
King Charles II. bearing Date July 1. 1678, 


there was Conſtituted a Body Politick and 
Corporate, by the Name of The Governours of the 


B Y the Charter of His. late Gracious Majeſty 


Charity for Relief of the Poor Widous and Children of 


Clergy-men, with Licenſe to poſſeſs any Eſtate, not 
exceeding the Yearly Value of Two Thouſand 
Pounds. And now upon the humble Petition of 


the preſent Governours, ,occaſion'd by the great 


Acceſſion of Dr. Turns x s Gift, His Sacred 


Majeſty King Gros x, by His Letters Patents 


bearing Date December 16. 1714, has been Gra- 


- Ciouſly pleaſed to augment the ſaid Grant, by 2 
| Licenſe to poſſeſs the Yearly Revenue of Three 

"Thouſand Pounds, over and above all Charges 
and Repriſes ; as alſo over and above the Two 


Thouſand Pounds a Year, allow'd by King Chart 
the Second. an 


The Management of all the Affairs of this Cot- 


parece, is by a Preſident, a Vice - Preſident, 
Three Treaſurers, and Forty « two Aſſiſtants, 


Choſen Yearly on the ſecond Thurſday in Noven- 
ber, out of a great Number of Governours. Ac- 
cordingly, the Court of Aſſiſtants for this preſent 


Fear is conſtituted of theſe Perſons following 


SE. = 1 | 
| | His 


* — — 


APPENDIX. 


* 
BY. >, 8 27 4 
7 


— — 


—B 


His Grace the Lord 2 of Canterbury, 


Preſident. 


Sir Gilbert Dotben, Bar. Vice - preſident. 


i Lord-Biſhop of Carliſle, 
d 

le Roger Altham, D. D. 

F ſoftph Addiſon; Ei; 
t Jacob Brent, Gent. 

d Samuel Boheme, Gent. 


John Boſvile, Gent. 
| Daniel Bayly; ng 


John * A 
Thomas Biſſe, D. D. 


pu Colt, Gent. 
Edmund Chiſhull, B. D. 
Thomas Fulks, Gent. 
William Forſter, B. B. 
Lyonell Gatford, D. D. 
Thomas Grainger, Gent. 
Robert Glynne, Gent. 
Francis Gore, Gent. 
William Higden, D. D. 
Jacob Houblon, A. M. 


William Burnet, Eſq; 


| Henry Sacheverell, 
William Strahan, 15 ED: 
| William Savage, A. M 


Mr. Richard Sarez Mr. Joſeph Nicholſon, Mr. 
Jeremiah Bright, 7. reaſurers. 


Aſſiſtants in Alphabetical Order, are, 


| Lord-Biſhop of Norwich, 


Lord-Biſbop of Hereford, | Lord-Biſhop of Roche tier 


John Higden, Gent. 
Thomas Huſſey, Gent. 


Benjamin Ibbot, 4. N. 
| George Lewis, Gent. 


Nath. Marſhal, L. I. B. 
1 ohn Mallory, Gent. 
jchard Miller, Eſq; 


Thomas Pickering, Ern. 


John Payne, Gent. 
homas Sherlock, D. D. 
B. D. 


| William Sybbald; Cent. 
Edward Tenniſon, Ela: - 


| E Trapp, A. M. 


oger Williams, Eſq; 
William Whitfield, A. ML | 


| Walter Wells, A. M. 


The Sum Diſtributed at the laſt Yeatly Coute, 
held for that Purpoſe, was, One Thouſand One Hun- 
dred and Forty Three Pounds: And this employ d, 


proportionably to their ſereral Exigencies, in the 


Relief 


| 
| 
A 


Jo his Three Nephews, Sons of William n 500 
„ | — 3 
To his Godſoa Francis, the Eldeſt Son of Mrs. 

__. Goulſton 0 3 
To other diſtant Relations, Reſpectful Legacies of p 2 

7 


r 
Relief of Four Hundred Seventy Two Widows 


and Children; beſides the Yearly Bounty of tie 


Stewards, who ſupport this Feaſt of Charity at 


their own Expence ; and who apply the Money, 


which is then Cuſtomarily Collected, to the Ap- 


prenticing of poor Orphans to ſome honeſt 
Trade. N 


VF 
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H E latter Part of this Diſcourſe relates to 


1 the Pious Memory of Dr. Tromas Tuxxis, 


Canon of the Church of Ely, and Prefident of 
Corpus Chriſti College in Oxford. He was the ſecond 
Son of Dr. Thomas Turner, ſometime Refidentiary | 
of St. Paul's, and Dean of Canterbury. He dy'd on 
the 29th Day of April, 1714, in the 69th Year of his 
Age: And by his laſt Will, dated Auguſt 24. 1706, 
was a moſt Munificent Benefactor to this Society 


In Honour of him therefore, and of Religion; 
and for the greater Benefit of the Example; its 


thought fit to communicate the ſeveral Legacies of 
his Will: as follows; viz. e 


To his deareſt Niece, Daughter of Francis ſome- [4 


time Lord-Bijhop of Ely, and Mife of Richard p 1000 
Goulſton Eſq; ERIE WEAR hes, x 


— — 


TURE, 927 ve * 


1000 
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To the College, an handſome Pile of Building, ) 
together with an Enlargement of the Library, I. 
committed by this Will to the Care of the Exe- 4300 
cutors, but Finiſb d by the Teſtator himſelf, not x 
long before his Death, at the Coſt ß — 7 
To the College Library his whole Study of Books, * 
worth about 3 „ 
Jo the Librarian, a Salary of 20 l. per Annum 
from a Land Eſtate, xD. _ — $ 9 
To be laid up in the Founder's Cheſt, and thence 3 
lent for the Occaſions of the College 5 100 
To Twenty Poor Families of Oxford, 5 1. each 100 
To the Cathedral Church of Ely — — 100 


To the Two Pariſhes of Ely for Apprenticing Poor? 
by Gun — 3 709 
0t To Biſhops-Stortford in Eſſex, for the ſame Uſe— 100 
d Fulham 2 Middleſex, for the ſame Uſe —— 100 
' Thorley in Hertfordſhire, for the ſame Uſe—= 50 
Gs ] egacies of Reſpedt, Mourning, &c. about ——— 300 


To Three Servants during Life — 301. per Annum. 
To his worthy good Friend, the — e 


verend Mr. Francis Roper, du-p 40 l. per Annum. 


519 Life — —— — 


The Reſidue of his Eſtate (being about Eighteen 
Thouſand Pounds) he gives to his Executors, in 
Truſt, that they ſhall purchaſe Lands with it; and 
the Lands ſo purchaſed, they ſhall well and truly 
Settle upon The Governours of the Corporation for 
the Relief of poor Widows, and Children of Clergy= 
„ . 

A Herenpon it is humbly Requeſted of all 
Perſons, who know any Eſtate to be diſpoſed of, 
being of that, or leſs Value, and proper for this 
4 Charitable Society; that they would pleaſe to 
| oY as give 
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ſpeedy Notice, and, if it may he, an Exag 
Particular of the ſame; Directed to one, or bath 
of the Executors of this Will: vi. Mr. EDR 

_ Cnisnvaii, at hi. Houſe. i altbamſtowe in 
| ex, and Mr. F RANCIS 
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